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ANaENT CHINESE FIGURED SIl.KS 
EXCAVATED BY SIR AUREL STEIN 
DRAWN AND DESCRIBED BY F. M. ANDREWS 


introductory note 

BY SIR AURET STEIN 

INDIAN archaeological SLTt\TIY. 
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fWV- figur«d sjtk$ ilt%usf9Ml by Mr. 
Fred. H. Andrews tn ihe fdt<iw(iig 
fiaper ar? sfieriniens from a eoH&iv 
lion o( nnckni Chinese fnhrics 
i^iicb were lirouglu p tight its ihe 
aiurse of my third CenttaJ-Acian «EpedUian 
from a eemetcry dtp of wlial was once 
Lnv-lfiit letriiory and is now. part of lt» Ltip 
desen in the eaniemmost thqiression of the 
Tarim Rasin, tn Cfiine^ Turkestan. Tlie fabrins 


owe I heir special inieresi, arti^' and iiistorTca l 
ail tile same time, lo the fact ibat thcr represeni 
the olds^ surviving eatamples so far known of 
Cliinesp silk tcidiistry and inrctile art. tioih 
proved bv abilDdant tilerary evidcnee lO renrh 
to tlie eazliest epochs of China's civilisatinn. 

Tlie very important port which the export trade 
of silk fabrics from China to ibe vlosSfcat West 
has playetl in first opening up retations of the 
Clilncse Empire direct with Central Asia, and 
through the latter w'ith the Near East, has long 
been know'n from Chinese htstoricat records as 
well as fmm notices in ctassiod literature.' The 
.Annals of the Firw Tlan dynasty and Ssu* *ma 
Cb'ien's great cotmemporary historiral work 
make it dear beyond all doubt that it waa the 
need of assuring an open passage wessw.ircLs for 
the trade in silk textiles, during king centuries 
China's great monoptily, whieJi first led the great 
Htin Empemr Wti-ti, in the last quarter c^f ihn 
and century before Christ* to seek die espnnsion 
of Chinese poliiical and military control into 
Central .Asia along ihr great caravan route lead¬ 
ing ihfoiigb tlie Tarim Rnsiit. It is equally 
certain that this great silk trade was •'afried on 
in finished tertiles, tftose ' Serle gaiments' to 
which the dasatcal designations of the Chinese 
and tlteir country ( 5 «ras, 5*rifec) as well as our 
modern names of ’ silk *, etc., owe their origin.^ 

That these extensive exports of Chinese silks 
romprisisi decoratetl fabrics for which Chinese 
textile art hns been famous through all peTiods 
would be obvious t-ven if we did not possess lor 
it dinecl testimony lo classical lexis. The de- 


signs conveyed by ihem, ihe most portable and 
most |;<opnUir products of Chinese artistic skill, 
are not likely to huve remained wiiliout some 
influencp on (he dirveiopnient of dtcoralive styles 
in Iran and (he Near East, the eoumries known 
to have been mainly cqncerBed in the distribu¬ 
tion and adaptfition of tliese importa. The 
ihougHi of tliii! ioftuenre must have suggested 
itself to more than one ccimpeteni student of 
pnrieni textile art as represented in tlie remains of 
Idle ilelknirtir, * Coptic ' and * Sasranimi ’ 
figured silks, Bui no one, prohohly, recugni^ed 
ibis auire clear I v iliati Pnifessor J - Strzygowski 
wki iri wln-n tiwiling th a mastmly 

art trie Willi textile finds fmot Egyptian graves 
of rive late Heilenisttc smd ChrisUan pericids, was 
hfd Jiy quaBi-intuirne perception, bailed on ex- 
cviUtonally wide art knowledge, to look for 
distinct i rareg of liits rar-Eastwo an jrjflMentie 
in cemuTi featnres rf tlielr deeotative motifs.‘ 

But ill ihe alisenct of such definhe links os 
early exitniples of ancient Chinese textile art 
might flJone supply, such investigations epuid 
scarcely emerge from rhe sphere of conjectitre* It 
is irtw that among the ireasnres of the Shnsotn 
Cotleeiion. that gnrat Japanese deptsUoty of the 
old arts and Industries of the Pur East, fine 
decoratisl silk fabrics r<f Chinese origin are pro- 
served. But, as for ns they Itave become known, 
these belong to tile T'ang period, contemporary 
wilh the frirtnatlun of ihni collection. From the 
T'ang period, tf», date nwjtM <rf ihose fine frag¬ 
ments of Chinese figured silks which in 1907 I 
had the good fortune to raenver from the wafted- 
Up chapel at the ‘ Cav<^ «f the Tliouxand 
Buddhas* of Tun-huang, on die wcisiemmoEt 
confines of Chma.'' Full ttecriptions and inus- 
traiions of th«n will, I hope, soon be reiidefed 
MceastWe to research by the putdirniioin of 
5criadia, the detailed account of the results of 
mr second Cemral-Asian journey, now passing 
through Ibe Oxford University Press. The 
same chronologitaf observation applies also to 
the relatively scanty materials In the line ol 
decorated (eitiilea (hat previous cxctiv.-itions id 
ruined sites of Chinese Turkestan h«d yielded. 

The textile remains vlmr I !tisix>yeTed In K|t 4 , 
at a cemeicrv site of ancient f.ou-lao allow us to 
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trace the art of tiie Chinefse textile designer and 
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products to CeAttaf jVsia atid itiif distant Wt?si 
was first hilly devtloped- O/ the anisilc merit 
OtT many among lliose finds Uw careful drawings 
of ohn^lcrfstic specimens fmm Mr. A-ndrews* 
hand wnll fumisli adequate evidence, wfiile his 
full descriptive notes will help to (hnqw light tm 
I'aiicd points of interest connected ‘with their 
designs anti lechnique. ftnt in order to realise 
fully die bearing of these Ends on the history ot 
Cliincse iwctile an and on the rfuesfion of tile 
influence its products may have extrrised in the 
West, it is necessary fo consider what thearch^ 
ir^ical cirrumsianc^ connected with their dis¬ 
covery prove as lo their date and origin. The 
foct alone that these relics hive l>een preservied 
for us pn that very mute which Ifie Chinese first 
opened through the i.op desert for thdr silk 
trade to the lUstnni West, is Iwiind (u invesE 
those ciraum^nces with additsqtuU inipoft- 
ance- 

In the Personal ^'!l^^s^ive of my second 
Centtal-Asiati eaepedifign,*’ T have given a 
description of that de^Jate wajstt of wind^roded 
day de se rt to the oorth of tjtp-nor where in 
Decembw, iqtod, 1 CJrpTored tlie remains of tlw 
Knu-lan site first discovered by Dr. Hedin 
years earlier. The abundant Chinese and other 
^ords on wood and paper which my systematic 
excavations at the prtncipnl ruins ihen brought 
to light had made it quite certain tJuit the ruins 
were those of no anctem fortified station tjccupieid 
by the Chinese within die territory of Lnu-lan. 
Through this passed the earliest route info the 
Tarim linsin. opened by than in the dp»ng 
decade of the and cenioiT- 9.c. The Glimete 
records found there belong mostly to the middle 
of the 3rd century h.d.' Trom iln-ir ^vklrni ? 
and other multifarious antiquarian Indirattons 
which will be found fully discussed in Chap. xl 
of my -Serindffl, it can be rpnchidMl with 
certoii^ty Chinese station l-ou-lati and 

such si-aniy riiliivatinn as iiad been tnaititained 
near it were liitaUt alMtidoned to Ore desert in 
the early pari of the qfh rsenturv A.D- 

Tbr mute Imutlng to il from the oasis of Tuit- 
liiiattg, on he tteaiemmost border of Jlie Cliioese 
province of fCnnsii, had always been beset with 
viery serious difiScJiltlcs owLOg lo tlie forbidding 
waterless wnslcs, jsiItHeijcrusted, of ilie aticteru 
I.op Sea bed whith Imd to be crossed east of Lou* 
Ian,** After the abandonment of the l..ou4an 

••5 h Ahim cf CalAar. t. il* 37T 
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. the canals wbidt had brougiu 
water ti> it, the old route became wholly Im* 
pmrticflhle for 1 raffic. Our surveys of «914 
proved that for over UO miles no drinkable water 
could ever have been obtainable elotig the line of 
the iinrient route l«yond the easternmost outpost 
<ii Luu*.lan territory. The Lou-km station itself 
is now separattHl westwards by mw I30 miles of 
ab^uieiy waterless dcsteii, mostly drift aind, 
fmm tile nearest point on the Konche-daryA, the 
river which once -sent water 10 it. Thus 
iirchatilogical and geographical farts cornhine to 
fix ibe beginnirig of the Jph remury a.i>, os the 
i-hfonologii-d fcmiinusad qiteir. for any remains 
of pennanenr EKctipaiion found within llie Lou- 
lan area. 

Bui El must be borne in mind tiuit the main 
current o! traffic liad been already diverted front 
iliis difTicuJt desert nwire inrire than two. 
centuries earlier, ft had been origitiaJly chosen 
for iis shortness—the line it follows is the tmsst 
direct between Tun-liiiang and ihe grw* oases 
along tin; northem rim *)f the Tirtm Basin—; 
but prubablv even more on account of (he^eiiriiy 
which its Sine, protected on the north by (he 
biirren v-nstes of the Kurab-tagh ranges, offered 
against Hun rattU, ever the diicf danger to early 
Chiresc dominion in Central Asia. This danger, 
as we know from the ChitJese Annals, receded in 
the second half of the century a J>. After ihe 
vjci'ijpaiwift of the Harnl oasis In 73 there 
lyt*c;ime availslile for Chinese trade to Central 
Asia ami ihe West a new ** INforihcm Route ", 
hitiger hut far easier In evm respect.' It led 
from the vicinitv of Tumhunng across the stony 
IVl-sliati north-westwords to the Foot of the 
T’wti-Sfuin range, uhogether avoiding the for- 
fnidablff Lop de^rt, r.nd this roure has ever since 
remnitied the main line of communicniioo from 
China io CtmtfJil Asin. 

Afusr this rapid survey of the historical and 
topographirfll facts w'hich drtcrmiTte the chronp- 
iLgkal limiijs of any antiquities of Cliiorae (irigifl 
from the IjOU-lan region, I lum to the ItJC^Iity 
and conditions in wlijch those relics of Cbinef* 
textile :ir[ were nctuolly disoovfined. A chief 
object ol the explomtions which in the winter of 
1014- brE>ugJii me back to the wattrlissi wind.- 
swepi desert of Loji was the search for tlie 
rttiitf? whteb L hiririf (TUtlr c'iU^v?in5 find 
mditafv espeditrons of Han times had followed 
on I heir way to 1.pu-tan -' This reardi, cam«l 
or under ejtrremeiy irving dimotic conditions, 
proved 5uoys.sfiil bevond eTtp-rtation, ft led 

*r/ riiitD » 
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hrst to tti** disto'feiy of an ancient Chinese 
custttmn, aimin g undotibiedly Ironi the first open¬ 
ing of Uic rome about no b.c. and intended lo 
fomi a point d'apput where the route, after cross¬ 
ing tile salt-eitcmsted wastes of the dried-up I,op 
Sea bed, first struck thronce habitable ground of 
Lou-lnn, The line of the nocieni route canrifict'- 
ing this cBffrTtm with the milled station of Loui- 
bn could thus be fixed with certainty. 

Proceeding fTTjwi itiLs siaiion for about ihrec 
miles nortit-castwards we came upon a eottspScu- 
wns claj^ terrace, or ' Metia*, rising steeply same 35 
feet above the level of the hare wind-erodifd plain, 
its sides fihtiwed [emuins of gtavtsi ^rdally ca- 
fiosnl and destroyed by vifind-crosian cutting 
away the banks. Here only bones and small 
objects in metal or other hard maicrials had sur¬ 
vived. But the top of the Mesa, about 50 feet 
across in the middle, had escaped woaion. and 
here we found n series of grave pits 
measuring up to 7 by lo feet each and about 6 
feet deep. 

Here rapid bin systematic clearing yielded a 
rich anliquaiiaii haul in quite bewildering con¬ 
fusion. Mixed up with detached human lionea 
and fTagmenis of wooden coffins there enterged 
in abundance objects of personol use, such as 
decorated broiiBe tnimors, etc,, deposited ■with 
the dead: wooden eating (rays, jugs, etc,, used 
for sepulchral food offerings; modris of 
Chinese necords on wood and paper, and above 
oil a wonderful variety of fabrics which even in 
their ragged dirt-encrusted tondirion delighted 
my eye- Among them were beautifully woven 
and coloured siib: lorn pieces of potyduome 
figured fabrics, damask, tapestry and embroidery 
work, all tn silk; fragments of hue pile carpets, 
by the side of plentiful coarse maierials in wool 
and felt. 

It was eridcol from the way in which rngs of 
various fabrics were nfien found stuck to the 
same bones thai these were remnants of gar¬ 
ments. already old and much worn, which had 
been used for ttglilty wrapping up bodies. This 
custotn of bandaging corpses in closely wottnd 
rags of old doifaing, no longer serviceable to the 
living, vras deraonsimied quite clearly by plenti¬ 
ful examples ol complete Chinese burials that I 
found B year later in the clav-cui tombs of Tur- 
fan. These belong to the ^ly T‘ang period, 
and are thus cenitirieai later than the Han 
Tcmains here discussed. But all observations 
showed that Chinese burial customs had during 
this interval not changed In essentials. 

As the clearing of the remains on that Mesa, 
"site-inarketi'" by rue as proceetM, I siwm 
renlited. from u Vaticity of indicattoris whtcli my 
Detailed Repon now in preparation wiil record, 
that the contents of these pits must have been 
collected, previous to the abandonment of the 


Chinese station of Lou 4 an, from older groves 
which wind-erosion liod exposed or was threaten¬ 
ing. There is eridence elsewhere that care had 
been originally i^ken to place graves on ground 
ssifr frxrtii ttnrtsture by irrigation or inunduiion- 
But tills necessarily meant leaving them exposed 
in time to wind-erosion; for the dtsiructive foixes 
of cHiseless deflation and corrosion of wjnd- 
driveu sand must have been already at work here 
in ancient limes on all ground not protecicd by 
vegEtalion or, what under the climatic conditions 
of the whole Basin means the same, 

nioi-sture. On ground where, as my archaeo- 
logicnl observations conclusively prove, the sur¬ 
face level IS towered by wind-eroston by more 
titan a foot per century,' the contents of origin¬ 
ally shallow graves, dating say from the ist 
century a.C-., were bound 10 be in danger of 
destruction by the jrd century A.n. It is from 
such earlier cemeteries that the mixed femains in 
the grave pits of L.C, must have been gathered, 
in cibedience to a pious tTistom siiU widdy pr&- 
valent among the Chinese to this day. 

This observaiinn is 0/ sp^inl importance for 
us here : for it obviou,siy ^jfts bock the dare of 
the textile relics recovered from L.C. to a period 
considerably earlier than the temtiuus ad imewi 
abuvi? fixed for ilie abandonment of Lnu-tnn. 
W^hen the reburial (d the cemetery remains at 
L.C. actually it»ok place I um not at present able 
to indicate, as the detailed examination of all 
tunieri^ is not yet completed. But it cannot be 
pm appreciably later than the middle of the 3rd 
cciuurv A.D. As regards the upper chnmo- 
Uigical limit it is certain that the tst ceniuty BX, 
was the period wb^ trade and traffic along the 
Lou-lan route flourished most.* And on the 
gene.Tjl groutids above indicated it appears to me 
safe to ascribe a great portion, if nut nurst, of tlie 
textile relics from the grave pits of Mesa L.C, to 
this period. 

Fortunately we have definite and itidependeni 
archjeoingical evidence lo support this view. It 
is furnished by two fragments of polvchrome 
figured silks which I excavated iri IQ07 
at ruined waich-statiotts uf ilie anciem Chinese 
fronrier wall in the desert of Tun-huaiig, faraway 
to the east. This Zinjer. which the ancient route 
to Lou 4 an Girted for * considerable distance, 
iiad been constructed during the clo^ng decade 
of tile and cenim-y B.c., and when explof- 

Ci piitti I i77 «*»■ Ifor illiw- 
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ing its TTMiiiiins ^nd the refuse heaps Idi 
behind by the d£tachmefVL% which had 
oner gamsuned ih I reawsred ancient 
Chinese tecorefa on wood, often dbued, as wdl os 
other reUcs In abundance,*’ Now the two frag* 
ments of figured silk fabrics which wiQ be dis¬ 
cussed by Mr, Andrews below (Nos- 9* were 
found in refuse lieaps wluch by tlte evideuce of 
exactly dated records must be assigned to the ist 
century B.C* The decorative style of these frag- 
meiiis sbaw^ ibe closest agroemeiu with fhai of a 
number among our figured silks from L.C* and 
thus distinctly cotifirras the early date assumed 
for the laitcr* 

« * 

m ^ • 

SVlien (hose fintU of textile relics of Han times 
first einei]ged in the utter tlesolation of the wind- 
enxled Lop Des^, there was no time for more 
ihtin rapid glimpses at the wealth of beautiful 
designs and rich cotoui? which they spread out 
as a feast for tny eyes. Vet I felt tlien encouraged 
to hope that they would help to lift the ■veil from 
a new and fascinating chapter in the history of 
textile art. Since mj cojleainn of antiquities 
was brought to India in iqlfi (he exatninatioti of 
those relics has been entrusted to the experienced 
eyes and liands of my artist friend Mr. Fred. H, 
Andrews, Principal, Amar Singh Technical 
Institute, Srinagar, Kaslunir. whose colla- 
buration has been of the utmost help to 
me tn the study and publication of nil 
my previous CetitraLAsinn finds. His 
analysis td the specimens now reproduced wilt 
show that there was good reason For the hope I 
had fell at the time of discoveiy. But we both 
realize (tilty that much remains yet to be done 
before that chapter in the history of tenile art 
which opened when the products of the silk- 
weaving Seres first began to find their way 
westwards by that ancient desert route i»n be 
read in full clearness. 

SPECrMEN.S OF HAN TEXTfLES 
ILLUSTR.4TED AND DESCRIBED BY 
F. H. ,4NDREWS 

The importance of the figured tissues recovered 
by Sir Aurti Stein, in the course of his explora- 
tioits of I 9 I 3 -I 5 , from ntjctent graves of the Ijju- 
lan tract cannot be over-estimaied, more particu¬ 
larly in the light they throw upon the history of 
docomtive design and the growth of pattern. 

The first impression of a casual examination of 
the specimens was the absence of general re¬ 
semblance to anything in textiles with which we 
are familiar. Investigations of the details 
awakened re^llections ^ kindred forms used in 

w et. Pttart It pi«. so 144 ,, 

». tVl- ! SHfl, SrtiAdi*, pp. 


vai'loii^ mawrbUs^ and first of all iho5£ of iht 
tomb scolpLur^of the Han period in tbc ProTlrua? 
of SlLatiHung. Thu method of too, 

seem^ qnfnmiharp und on do^ Irtvewigstioft and 
coenpartson with later textit ^fetmed tluil this 
point might pnjTC of antiqunrinri valufr- I tic 
folioy^ing notes on a sifclected pktres y\ll be 
sufficient to Indicate die eaqeni of the iolercai 
jtttncblng to these very fasGittiiling and wonder* 
fully preserved documents of * disHneUy Chinese 

Rg. s. FragmtTit (?/ i^oiychform figar^d dlk : 

The pnUern 1$ 

cui efi abruptly on the r- by the selvedge, which 
intetsecls the doud scroll, lo is a horned 
beast, rampanl and re^ardunl with open }nws 
nnd protruding tonguet To 1- a horseman rides 
towards tlie beast on a high-stepping mount w^^tb 
stiS upstanding mane and a horn4iiH! proJectiDn 
rising from the top of its head* The f^deri^ who 
siis well dawn in the saddle, wears a soft cap 
extending downwards at [he back in a curved Hue 
as far as the shoulders; a saddle doth appears 
[tom behind his leg^ 

nehind [he horsemanp and advancing in die 
same direction hut on a lower leii'efp is a winged 
beast with jaws ppen^ a pair of forward proiect- 
ing homs on its head, and a long drooping laiJf 
On the flank of this ciealiire are two roundeiSp 
and a third decorates its breast. FoUow'ing, hu| 
on the same level as the horseman, is a similar 
monster in rampant pose* with a single horn 
directed backw'iifdSv To 1* of this is a leopard* 
like creaiitre on the lower leveiy rampani and ra- 
gardanu with tail turned up over its back. From 
this poini the pattern repeats, 

A vetv free cloud scroll meanders tiiidsr and 
QTcr ihe beasts and is of a type which t propose 
to call * irw-conal \ fis sugg^ng the branched 
and noded manner of its growth. It is 1>anded or 


t*iiTbc Slbtt/iiiiisiii la dww ihf 

pSfiDrt b*Tt HHt] ptqwjpei hw bUiiiii lunJ vhlix diMV~ 
lfK£* whkb 1 nmdr la scaii tnwn tiv ori|fE33aU. 

KrrBHiit4 «p Ulil iMWt^urc ftnicHJ iWCesftiry « »^-rril 

emind&. OriUn «7 pbatogri&Ti^ic whtsb 
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FIG. I. FRAGMENT OF POLYCHROME FIGURED SILK. HAN PERIOD: HORSEMAN AND GROTESQUE 
BEASTS 



























































































veined with a centre line and on eUlwr side has a 
different txiloor. The tmtline is either ^ 
darlc to contrast with the colour on which U is 
used. In the tipper side ol the hollows below 
the hind feet of the first anim^ tlve outline is 
thickened to give tluj effect of a lining over which 
the terminal nodes turn. 

This effect and tlw general chameter o( the 
whole cloud suggest a plastic origin^ Below the 
horseman in acurhiuidv rococo detail. Ouni^ 
lapidary characters occur near the first bna^- 
In the siuhII fiuHtne dteich ^ta) of » ddtail 
from the stone bas-reliefs nf one of the Han tombs 
(carlv and oenmr>' a.d.) at Shan-rong,*’ one sees 
a striking nssemblance to ihe gerteroJ design and 
pcse of the buisenum in the textile. In both ate 
the same vigorous action of the horsci the lift o 
the headt the saddle cloth, trad the close seat of 
the rider. Tlie banding or veining of the scioU 
is characteristic of the clouds and tree stems 
in the Kan tomb sculptures. 

In the general scheme of design the Biumais 
are placed in zig-aag order, so as to avoid the lor- 
mation of obvious straight lines in the piittern 
and facilitate the meander of the ^ 

straight lines which me formed by the dlagotml 
rows of beasts are just those favoured by the 
Chinese designers of this period In their geomet¬ 
rical all-ovef patterns t but they are here satisf^- 
lority neutralwed by the strength of the meander 

catting across them. * j 

Cohuf. Ground : dirk blue now dtscoloured 
to very dark itiynle green. Pattern i cloud, dark 
buff banded with crimson-brown and bright green 
outlined with light buff and crimSi>^TOwn ; 
animals, dark buff marked with (he other 
brown; animals, dark buff marked^with the oth« 
ooloura and auilined with light buff and enmson- 
brown; Chinese characters, light buff. 

Wfav€. Warp rib, firmly and evenly wov«n. 

Fig. 2 - Fragment of palychtame pgitred sUk; 
Mocission 0f heasti. the pattern extends the fun 
width of ll« material and is complete at both 
ends. To r. a long-necked winged liger mm 
upraised head and open jaws advances stealthily 
lo the 1. In front is n c^like creature with long 
looped tail and a pwir of short hums with hook 
ends! The jaws are dog-like, slightly open, 
showing iceiJi and rarryitig a jewelled ■ 

Tl)p body is ftioitied and itas a single roundel on 

the quarter. ^ j’ j 

Facing this second animal is a long-bodied 
lizard-like beast with long loopr^ tail and roihcr 
confused taws, lis body, which w mottled and 
marked with onr rounilel near the flank. istUTiied 
in a half dftile na it regards the wreath-cn^mg 
craatore. To 1 . a long-necked teopard-bodied 
animal, with short i^on head and a pair « 

“Cl. diivannw. Mimpm wrtktoitguiiu 
^dt4, t PI XXVI. NV iJ. 


abort horns, ts facing to I. imd perched on a 
group of ntidcs, one hind I^tg just being drawn up 
to find a footing. . . ■ . 

The long neck is strained downwards, bringing 
the head below the level of the f«i. U seems to 
threaten » cai-bodied, gout-hendetl creature in 
front, which in the act of running, ^ down a 
slope, turns to regard it* enemy. Both ihese 
beasts are motdfd and marked with roundels on 
the Bank. The lost liea^ is a winged dragon 
with long jaws, heavy snout, and long horns. 
Between the first and second animals is a stand¬ 
ing duck or goose, at right aoglBS to tlie line of 
animals; and bwween the fifth and last aramals 
is another goose, regardant, also at right angles. 

The cloud is very free in its scrolls, and con¬ 
sists generally of corobinadons of the S form, 
but the C form is also used. It is of approxi¬ 
mately even i hickness, excepting where nodM 
occur and is without veins. To distinguish it 
from the tree-coral type, 1 propose to describe ti 
as' vermicular 

its nodes are usually in the form of closely 
Culled spirals; but at times they are uncurled, as 
under the right hind foot of the ^cond animal. 
The scroll arching over the head of ihe goal ter- 
tninares in a form prohahly intended to suggest 
an animars head. Scrolled or voluted nodes are 
cfiaracteristic of the clouds in the Han lomh 
sculptures, and the lermitwuions ore frequently 
in the form of heads of human figures.” 

Kear the centre of the pattern is a frature re¬ 
peated three times, oomposed of four curi'ed 
(♦’ drifting *’) points or prongs proceeding from 
a group of three volutes w hich are attached to the 
cloud scroll by a single smJk. U is not dear 
what this L* intended for. Figure aa, from the 
Han tombs, has an example of the qafldnifde 
volute developing a single point and of (he triple 
volute without point. The prongs may perhaps 
be a development of the single point. 

The beasts in this design are practically OJ* 
level and form a line across the maierisl. The 
second creature, cairying a jewel in its mouth* 
rocalls the birds carrying jewelled bands in the 
example found by Profe^ir Grfltiwedel at 
Kizil,” and the eagle on the shroud of St. Ger- 
main.'* Near each beast are Chinese lapidary 
characters. 

Colour. Ground; crimson-brown. Paliera: 
yellow-brown, two tones of huff and blue; 
^ofls. outiioed buff, but in part* wUliout out¬ 
line: enimab partly outlined in buff, yellow- 
brawn, and blue, acrotdtng to contrast; one bird 
not outlined and the other with blue contour to 
back; drifting prongs nni 'nitUned; riiincse 
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characters, buff. The absence of outline causes 
the. pattern In some places to sioU into the 
ground. The same pectilioritj is found in tffih 
century Persian carpets. 

TFence. Warp rib, wcii woven. The foilow- 
ing colours aie in bands in the given order ; Btue, 
yeUow..browTi, and dork bun. The sdvedge 
has ouESfde a narrow band of biue, nest crimson- 
brown, then a Vandyke of baff and yelJow- 
brown. 

Fig. 3. of potychtotn^ figxtf td aiJi; 

iciaged goat among cfowdr. To r. is a winged 
tiger-like aniinnl in the pose of leaping down or 
walking down a steep indtiie, the hind part of 
the horty being thrown upward. Although the 
ht^d is in profile, both eyes and brith ears are 
shown. A collar encirdes the neck and two 
hands ate round the body. Faring this and t>n 
a slightly higher level is a goat or deei with 
rather large wings and branched boms, leaping 
or flying upwards. Between the two animals is 
a standing dudt placed at right angles to the rest 
of die design. To 1, b a portion of the * drift- 
ing prongs * f^ure- The doud is of the 
vermicular type and not vety gracefu], 

A Chinese lapidary character appears below 
the forefeet of tlie first animal, a second near the 
nose of the goat, and a third near the prongs. 

The collar worn by the first beast recalls a 
simitar feaiuie in Western and Near Eastern 
textiles of all periods from those of Aniinoe of 
the dth f;emui7 onwards* An exa^le of the 
body-bsnd occurs on a pair of lions in one of the 
Anttnoe eimmples^* and in a Coptic stone frie» 
in the Cain> Museum.'* 

Colour. Ground: copper. Pattern: scrolls, 
bright blue outlined fniff, and small portions 
buff, outtined blue; animals and birds, buff with 
patches of yellow^reen, paniHlty outlined blue; 
drifting pmngs dark buff, not oullined; Qdtiese 
characters pfiie buff. 

PPVautc. Warp rib, loofely nwea. Green in 
recurring trands. 

Fig. 4. Ffogin^nt of polych-romt sili; 

iprits wrlh bird t» clouds. To r. a sprite wltlt 
Puck-like face, seated irr profile to 1 . on the node 
ol a cloud. HU cap rcsemblea tb.ii of the hor^ 
man in Fig- t, and on his shoulders ts n short 
cape in the form of the caljot of a flower. He 
seems (n wear a kill of the same form* Hb arms 
are noi irareuble^ To 1 ., sUghiJy higher and 
in the same line as the directiun of the paitern, 
a bird facing 10 r. but regardmi. 

Supporting and surrounding ihe figure is a 
cloud scroll of tree-corHl rvpe. Between the ver- 
tteal repeat of the cloud cfividing the sprite from 
(he bird is an S-shtiped stem that termirtates 
at eich end in a br^ leaf . On a vertical line 

^ * Cl- F$3Lr A U Art I Fsg. 4p 

i*Cf. SfrijKgJwiki/fueiAi p 57, Fig 71. 


passing close to the tail of the bird the pattern 
is reversed, thus giving a pair of adoised birds 
and a pair cf confronting sprites. The inier- 
section and revemal of the cloud scroll result in 
a form resembling a rococo eanouche. .Attached 
to the upper edge of the fragment is a small 
piece of another pattern inverted, showing (be 
head nf an sntma], 

The dark part of (he drawing is from the 
actual fragment, the lighter part being con- 
j^ural but, I think, inevitable. 

The chief interest in this piece is the reveiation 
of the manner in which the hi-symmetricat pat¬ 
tern is produced. There was no nreessity (O 
make a special design; one of the continuous 
treeKoral cloud scroll patterns was used. Af'x^r 
weaving fmin the R. as far as tile end of the bird 
the (irder of the stitches thence was reversed, 
resulting necessarily in die reveraaj of the pa(- 
fem and the fusing of the bi^cted cloud to the 
reversed repetition of itsetf* 

Two othm points ore. of interest* The bird 
stands die ^me way up ns the sprite, whereas in 
Figs* 2 and 3 the birds are at right angles to the 
tine of pattern* The S-shapM curve Is not 
joined to the doud and dors not seem to belong 
to the pattern, May it not be that in evolving a 
new system of treating design, the bird, which 
was originally turned at right angles in appruxi- 
rmtiely the space it now occupies, was put right 
side up and the unattached S stmall added to im¬ 
prove the bolmtce of the pattern 7 

Cohttt, Ground t dark blue. Paiiem : crim- 
son^brown, green and two tones of buff, or one 
pale pink and the other buff. OutUnes;, buff and 
crimsori-brown. Cloud 9(;n>ll handed longitudin¬ 
ally crimson-brown with green or pink. 

Wttavt, Warp rib, moderately welt woven. 
Green in bands and probably pink also. 

Fig. flr FTOgmenj of faly^hromf figtirfd 
silh: pair of eotifronting gtiffint and rnefasing 
craaMieni. For cleseriprion the pattern may cdd- 
veniently be divided into three registers. Tbt 
centre rtjgister is the largest on the frag¬ 
ment. and is composed of a pmr uf confront¬ 
ing regardant griffins, each with one forepaw 
raised against that of its fellow. The tails hang 
dow'D and fuse, each to that of the griffin In ihe 
adjoining repeat. Between them Ts the upper 
part of a ' tree of life * with very stiff * foliage ' 
ami no stem cattied down. 

Below, two large vermicular cloud scrolls 
arching over the beads of two very stylised 
grinning beasrs with square eyes and ears. 
These beasts are rather unconvincing, but the 
supplementary sketch sa gives a possihfe free 
rendering of one of them. Surrounding the 
whole and isolating it, is a stiff adaptation of 
frae-coraJ doud scnoll. Between the opposing 
outer curves of the upper part of enclostiig 
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scrolls is ■ ■ cresceni ' wj(h the lip of a ' leaf ’ 
tuingint; sTmight b«lt»w it- 

In I he upper register, imniffliintety flbnve ihe 
rnylosing scrolls^ ts « pair uf rprifrcmtiag geese, 
wings raised and necks siretciieil oul, beaks 
tourhing. Birliind each Is a ' crescent ’ hang¬ 
ing by a single stem, which dieitlfts into two and 
joins the scrolls above, K, and I. of this divided 
stem is it leaf attached u* the scroll Abiwe are 
frugmenis of cloud scrolls cut ihrough and 
reversed, 

fn tlic hoitom register, to r,. Is k semj-eTItptical 
arched ‘ shrine ‘ In which a pair of grotesque 
winged sheep or goats (?) kneels, one on either 
side of n reciliineaf ‘ fire altar To 1 . of this 
is a smaller pair of * arches *, the epntre pillar 
having a Stepped capital, and ihv outer piers 
having each a scroll ornament nf the bottom and 
two spurs proietting ouiwords, To 1 . tlte 
* shrine " is repeated. In the spftndrils betw^n 
shrines and small arches is a pair of confrontit^ 
geese ( ?) regardant with wmgs and spotted taits 
rnised. 

The whole design is a rlumsy adaptation of 
fragments of three or pwsthly four different 
cloud srroM patterns, treated hy die turnover 
rnethi>d whereby exact ht-symmetrical schemes 
are obtained pi^oduring new and ndventliious 
forms capable of misioterpretalion and thereby 
suggesting detrelopmenr Into logical anJ stguifi- 
rnnt ones. 

If the drawing be turnrfj 3 quaner r™nd so 
that the vortical beromttS the horizontal line, and 
•v piece of papr'r be placed over the outer half of 
ibe shrine and another over the !■ arch of rhe 
smalt double arcntliep a portion of cloud scroll will 
he isolaterl liavltig Ibc goOse at right angles t« 
the direction of ihe srroll. Ttie smaller ciir^’C of 
th« srroll showx a vtduied node smd two 11 nmrfed 
nodes (d. Fig, t); and hntf of ihr fire altar be¬ 
comes the possible end of n curve of a rloud. 
The banding or ribbing, ebaracretistir of the 
tree-coral a'roll. is obvious, 

1 f the same experiment he applied 10 the upper 
register a simitar revelation will rtsnjlf, showing 
iliflt the ^ crescent ' forms arc afeidentul. The 
' tree 01 life * is composed of fragments of leavra 
or scrolls nni originallv intended to protliu'e this 
form ar all- the tmire register is probably 
composed ol two different cloud-SfroU^ patterns, 
which may be separated hy a line carn'et! aemss 
just below the feet nl ihe griffins, 

Colour, Ground : crimsoo-browo. Pattern 5 
fjght blue (fnded lo grern-hlur). green and two 
tones of buff . OmlinRS in one or other of these 
rolmirs in contrast with colour of oullined part- 
ll'titvt : Warp rib, loosely woven. Green 
only mxurs in bands, the Other colours seeming 
to ivintiniir througlioiii. 

Fig, fi Ftaf^*ni 0 f felyc^r/tnir ffgured silA; 


chained heoatiuifk fceif (fouttfr*. This 

is different in type from ihe foregoing. It is * 
relative)V small pauero repeating hurucontully as 
a ‘ lialf drop ", that is to say, it is dropped half 
the height of the pattern each time i) moves for¬ 
ward. it is composed of frire, rurvCfl lines and 
rigid EiTOight ones, t.^nc of the streighMififd 
forms is a lijicnge^hapwl ■scrrill of one and a half 
lurns. The first quarter mro is a siraighl b.'ind 
of even width inning From n long rugged root 
and ornamentfid a simple platted pattern. 
The remaining lurns »re of tlu- same width dex'or- 
ftted with nebufy luni-ovcfs. The outer angle 
on tjif lung diagonal of tlu' lownge opp<.i5iic the 
TT>fU hrts an outward sirp. .\t the eye of itle 
scroll is a stalkiess l>cll-nower w-iih serrated 
-e^lges. 

The root, near its junciioft with the scroll, 
brosuiens into shoulders from which are growing 
TWO outward and downward curving stalks rtw h 
carTvlng a beTJ flovrer, and two inner shorter 
stalks. Thrown across the root is a Sftem o( 
reml-elliptical downward curve on the right end 
of which ts 8 grotesque animnl-like r^ w’ith sis 
downward curving spines arranged in a partial 
whirl and having the appearance of legs. On 
like other end is a trefoil ' nesl ' with branched 
spines projecting from above, and from twlow, 
an upward curving stem with basal bract, carry¬ 
ing at its estremity a curly seedptd, hurst and 
revealing t he seeds. 

Beiwcen the repeats of this gremp is an eccen¬ 
tric and bewildering heafuJike fortn composed 
of a clfHid Scroll, on which are rert^gnisabte three 
paws with three claws on each. From the body 
a second loienge-shaped volute of one and a 
quarter uirns hangs downwards. Three droop¬ 
ing stalks rarrying hell flowers nre thrown mit 
from the region of the ’ chest *, and from the 
roirlHle of ihr liack of tlw beast slretcbes ^ 
nrrhHd jewelled ♦rhain which seems to be aiinched 
to a hind leg. The whole is a wonderfully Inge¬ 
nious pattern showing perfect mastery of ihe 
iSestgn of an rdl*over irealmenl* 

The plni1'‘d paitetn i*f the ursi tozengc v^dure 
recalls the repealing * hearts ^ of the bands in 
a lojEi'nge pattern from .Antlnoe of ihe sixth 
rt-niiir).*" and more rioselv the gmlloche 00 ih- 
K, f.icV -if Lhe F., pillar of the Wu Liang-t'zu 
tomb and tliest|itared guillocbe on brirks.'* Tlie 
feweikd chain lias a considerable ipieriisf, » 
appears in precisely The siine form in the Han 
lomh sculptures'* and frequently ns a common 
chain in the 14th century Uatjan silks. 

Cil f ITBHJIjCjjdiiielkV ittf ^ 

l*cr CNvflrtttw), L Pi fTSl* 

f fifS. 

li OiDiTanfm, WiEinftlr T. J’t- 

,Vp. Jjn M ClTiirsm»» It -twbtful sboui rt* crtiulp.«ip?f 
e( ihti tmltitiMi birt b«H=vr* thii U cflpt'd trkiix 


10 






1 1 


3FVW 


fk:. ft. ttniNKit hk^sT wrrn tiKLt rLowicita 

PKAGMI:N I OF FOLVfURUMK FlOOHl-.O SILK. HAS' PKKIOO 







































































Colour. Ground I Rich cnmson^rown . Pat* 
tern; Bright blue* dull fink, buS and yellow^ 
green. Outlines, where used, buS, Blue* 
always outlined. 

irVaucs Warp rib, fairly woven. Green 
seems to be the colour occurring in Itands* the 
other colours extending throughout the fabric. 

Fig. 7, Ftogment of polychrome figured sitkj 
scrolls tPtfh duct. Tills again Is an entirety 
did^erent type of pattern front any of the fotie* 
going- "rite unit is relatively snialli and con* 
ssts of a thin scrolled stem with the drthi^ 
pronged feature as roor. Iis upper end termin¬ 
ates in a lily4ike flower with outward fiuried 
calyx and solid centre. A similar lily springs 
from the outer side at upj»r h bend, and between 
the two lilies is a wing*like scalloped leaf 
annehed to the sent along one side and having a 
rcciirved point at each end. Within the curve 
of (he outer scroll is a much smaller inner one 
of two revolutions springing from a modified 
pronged root which adapts itself to the form of 
the larger one. Two lilies sprout from tlw upper 
part of the smaller scroll, one on each side of n 
standing regardam duck closely resembling the 
bird in Fig. 4- From the bottom of scroll are 
two leaves or bracts arranged in a Jily-lite man¬ 
ner. Tit is unit repeats vertically and horizon- 
tally; in the spandril between repeals is a 
Chinese seal character. 

Colour. Ground: crimson-brown. Pattern i 
Buff and green, all very muth faded. 

Weave. Warp rib evenly but rather loosely 
woven; gr^ in recorring bands. 

The selvedge is in two bands. The outer 
band Is plain, the inner divided into elongated 
hexagons, of which the adjoining iriangub rends 
are differently coloured alterniitelv: the ground 
behind them also is modified to pve contrast. 

Fig. 8. Fragment of sdA fabric in two 
ccfourr; fTAinere oitfartcr and Irccr. To r. is the 
'Tao-t'ieh ogre chamcierised by its strong angu¬ 
lar archaic drawing* recalling the art of the 
Pacific. The monster consists of a hftiH with 
open grinning jaws fnmislied with sharp tri- 
angiitar teeth, large hcxagnnnl eyes with srml- 
hexagonal efebrows, Rat ntise, hair or coronet 
of four triangular points, handy legs with iiinwd- 
in feet and an upvianding fringe of straight 
riuills extending from elbow to ear ; ear small 
and semt-cSreiilar. Ttw shoulders, legs and lower 
jaw are decorated with rurved Sines In the esilour 
of the background. The ogre occupies the full 
height of the band of pattern. 

To 1. is a tree in otttline. Its roots are two 
dightly Rattened volutes turning under, their 
outer liml^ running towards each other and fus¬ 
ing in an upward ogre curve, the elongated point 
of which forms the tree stem- Just below the 
point of ftistoD a looped line ties the curves 


togeth^, and in the hollow of ibe loop is a dot. 
The foliage is represented by a row of five elon- 

f ited pentagons with one point downwards. 

rom between the points, the rorre^nding 
points of a back row appear; and above, the 
upper parts of a third row. P^ch upfw angle 
has )t short vertical outer spine. Inside each 
pentagon is -i pentagonal dot. 

To 1. of the tree isa wittged lion, possam to i., 
with open mouth and small recurved line pro* 
Jeering above snout. A shnn wing slightly 
ewTTed forward Is Indicated *1 the shoulder by 
simple lines. Curved stripes adorn the body, 
that on the quarter being remi-lrexagonal with 
centre dot. The tail waves freely upwards, 

!n front of the lion is a second tree whh roots 
tike the first r but the stem branches into three, 
each baring a froit or Rower resembling a 
medlar, with three vertical spines projecting up¬ 
ward from eacli. To 1. of this tree is a dragon 
with slim beujy ami legs* bifunraied foot and rati; 
head missing.' Above the tail is a group of three 
(ru)ts or flowers cm a stem, horisonial under 
centre flower and curving downward and out¬ 
wards and then into upward scrolls supporting 
the side (towers. 

All the drawing is rich and Rowing with the 
exception of the ogre. The whole pattern repeats 
vertically close together and has a rich effect. 

Colour, Ground; dark yellow-brown. Pat¬ 
tern ; rich bronze green. Weave r Fine warp 
rib. 

Fig. 9. Fragmenl of siffr /nhrif «»two rnranra; 
Phreaix and Dragon. This piece was found by 
Sir Aural Stein at a ruined watch-station of the 
Tun-hnang Umes rest of the Lop dererl. I* Is 
^own here on account of the very early origin 
indiemed for it by a Chinese document dated 
98 B.c. which was found in the identical refuse 
heap free above p. 4). and Oft account of tls 
obvious connecrion in style with the preceding 
and the following (Fig. 10) pieces. 

It is an atl-ovei diaper on a geometrical plan. 
The srheme is a square diagonal formed of bars 
of cloud scroll with grempsof four modified ogre 
heads forming a symmetrical boss at the cross¬ 
ings* TTie ifteenges enclose two tliffereni pai- 
leros allernaring diagonally. One pstiem is a 
pair of dragons and a pair of flying phoenixes 
with a rosette composed of six small lozenges 
round a centre oblong. The other contains four 
birds in two pairs regardant, the opposite p.iiTS 
being feet to f«t. with a centre of trees (?)■ 

TJir general silhouefie ireatment ^th the light 
markings to relieve the mosses, such as thosr on 
the dragons, is recognisable os the same tech¬ 
nique as that of Fig. 8- The rosette of triangles 
in the phoentx square recalls the pentagonal 
ireatment of the tree foliage in the same speci¬ 
men, and more closely the * tree ’ In the damask 
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ij. This phHy exiiitipje of a geomittricaJ 
all-over jHiitom affoirtls siriking e\'Jtlence of ihe 
Ci^iTGctness of Professor Stmgowsirs Far 
EHStom derivBtioa of such mo(tfs> 

The phoenix in its extravagantly sty tijEed fortit. 
but more angular, .md associated with ihr dragon 
in n geometrical frame with rhiutl scroll bortlett 
occurs again much Inter in a specintrn of 
* aTrtiaic * * carpet aitiibiitet! to (he isth—(4lh 
centuries,^ 

Cflfnar. OoHiinlr Yelli>'A<^»ven. Pattern; 
Imiigo. fTtfjm'C ; Warp rih. 

I0> Frnginenl 0/ sifi fabric in frpo cotours; 
Phuotfx and lULf fragmenlt reco^'ered 

bj Sir Atird Stein from the wallecUop dtapel of 
the ' Thousand Buddhas Caves * near Tun- 
hijiing.f^'e above p, th to shown by its pattern 
and sveave to be on earlier dole ihim the moss 
of the ligurt'd fabriL's, etc-, found in the same 
great hoard and beWmging to T'ong times- 
Tliese fabiics Itave been described and illustrated 
In the final nablicatton on Sir Aure! Siein's 
sei^ond expedition,** Bui on account of its 
affinity with the two previtrusly described er- 
amples this particiitar fragment is naprt^uced 
here* it is an all-over pattern dtisigtxed in two 
planes. The scheme of the irpper plane is a 
double cloud meander of regnlar long and sbori 
curves, the long curve forming a fl*ii elSiptira! 
arch whirJ) rests upon fretted pilasters placed 
beneath the short curve* The pilasters upon 
{irotcsqwe horned and tusked heads which form 
the keystones to the arches beltfw. The arcjirfitig 
IS jbereforu arranged in imbriented order. 

Throngh the arcading appears (he lower plane, 
which to nn all-over ogee diaper formed by a 
plain nartT>w liand or wemi (he vertical sides of 
the t^ee occurring in the centre of each amh 
of the upper pfare. In (he centre of the verticat 
side of the ogee is n reef knot suggesting that 
upper and lower ogees ate separaie and linked 
by the knol. 

The vcrtiral divide? above the small hollow of 
the meander, and Id tlie spandril cantatned 
within the diverging lines and ihe hollow of (be 
meitniler is an inverted pnlmwic with its two 
on ter limbs springing from the opposite diverg¬ 
ing stems* Facing each other T. and I. of the 
venlml stem me two pairs of grotesque beasts, 
whirb are different in diagonally alternate 
ardies. In one is a pair of phccnixes below and 
3 pair of griffins above. The hodl^ of the 
griffins curve upward-S and Join (he lower edge 
of the enchasing tirch. The aficrnate pittem is 
a pair of leopards below and the tmme griffins 
above. The drawinq ihrougbont is vtfTV masterly 
and the cenrral effect extremely rich. 


II Cf. Vte''Vll, £.*a>t mawImM. p. 4 jB, 

*i Sw Strin- SHwifs. U «*■ 0 ^* *S > 


This example on purely archaroJogi<al evi¬ 
dence cunnoi l>e more defimtely dated tlmn that 
it to earlier timn the lOth century soon jdtei 
the end of which the place of de{>i>Nt wJu? walled 
up. liut tliere to amnlter fragment of die same 
lyjw which lan lie tonfiilcnily assigned lo the 
f!m Cffiturv be/ntt Christ, li w-as cxcavnted by 
Sir AuteI Stein m a watth-staiion of the juidem 
* Great Wall ' vresl of Tun-tiuong among the 
contents of a nduse heap, whirii is proved by a 
number of exoi’llv doled Chinese records to have 
accumulated daring the ist L'cntury' n.t;. This 
piece, marked T.xv.a.iii.ooio, fs described and 
reprtdiiced in Sir *\un:l Stem's detailed publi¬ 
cation."* \i has the meandering cloud scroll qf 
the Bime vnrioiv as that in Fig. to, but on a 
larger s'ale and with equal undulations, and is 
definitely ' stepped-' rrooi the hollow of the 
meander rises a pilnsier or column composed of 
four straight lines. The weave is the same as 
that of the Lnu-tan spedmHis* Tti«» details, 
which are nil (hat is rwognirabJe owing irt (he 
perished cont^tion of the specimen, are sufficient 
to show that it b ii variety of the pattern of 
Fig. to* 

The comparison of the voluied cloud scrolls 
of the three example T.xv,a4ii*oplo, Fig. 9 
and Fig, to, (s instruciive. In (he first they are 
larger and of a dear S shape repeated, ond are 
phiced oitr a. plain Iwnd. In Fig. to the plain 
band is present and the junctions of the S forms 
are slighily thid(pn«l. In Fig. 0 the plain band 
to straightened to form tlie lozenge and the doiitl 
scrolls sire reduced to small hook shapes, which 
are placed on both sides of the liand. 

The pheenix In Fig- lo to found tn ibis almost 
idrnlicul form in ihe Han lomb srulpiufes**, 
in textiles at Nam and In the lloriusiti Temple”, 
and again on the end of the ivory casket at 
Troves.” The reef knot Joining two stems 
otTiirs in a limestone Coptic, carving in the Cniro 
Museum, attributed m (he 7tb^—8th century.*’ 
The arrangement of two imeonnerted pairs of 
nnimnts one ohove the othpf in the same ynm* 
partment is uniLSuali but n good example is that 
of ihe * Seexmd * .shroud of *S(. Poieniien at 
Sens.’* The palmcttc below the .ininmto sug- 
gff.sts (he foliate baw; cominonly used in * Sas- 
sanlan * .^Tiima) 

Th& rilipfifn! fttrli of thf Bcradtoi;^ ft* 
si&Trthlc5 th»>se oi thtf of 

kftn^ i$ih fpniuFy a.Dp)* In iti liw series 


»I * .Sf ruirHa l^^ |?, Jf. ; FI t A* 

HCi. OiwThfjflp^ i H. C, Ho ji)i 

«CJ. FaiAir, I. 

Tsa lifl, rwpixlIvtN. 

MCf. fjfJBfliM ^*K p* m 

iiCf. StnycDWiW. fx left 

-df. Utrmi dfiirta rim ^ ^ 

4r *£l*vt, >3h 4*S- 







Ground t dutU . 

,tWo ton^ tjf buft. 


WC* (1. TOWFaOitfTTNiT hAHS IN I,03 EBNIjB tHAI'ER 



Ground»dull 

bu#f 

l-’lli. 13. WAeNGfi V\hVm DCVfiWJPED FROM FJti, II 



Colour, dull sOk.ffron- 


no. I3< FRAtiMEVT OF SILK UAMftSK. HiRlJS KHT> 
WLKSTS 



FRACiMENtS OH SJLK FIGURED FABRICS. tlAN PERIOD 


35 



















































































of nich«s cut In the walls of Cave G is found 
the saitw disposition of arch piers resting on the 
crowns of the arches of the lower series.'^ 

Colour. Ground: Marram. Paitem e Silvery- 
white. Weat'e. Warp rib. 

Fig. 11. FTugmr*!! of iigiif *4 tilk fabric I'a 
iJbwe cofoara. COil/ro«/f»i* rams in Ictstngt 
ditt^rr. An example of an ajl-ovar pattern on a 
geometrical plan. The pattern is a lotsenge 
formed by thin lines crossing ai angles of about 
6o°, with a roseits {or reef Icnot) ai the dossinjp. 
Within each loieenge is a pair of confronting 
rams, their bodies curved upwards to fit the 
shape of the space. Above the heads is a spot. 
In a r'erticai direction the pattern reverses at 
each repeat. The sketch iia is from a Han 
tomb sculpture.** 

Cofoitr. Ground: faded green. Pattern; 
yellow green (?) and buff, all faded; lozenges 
and knots outlined huff ; rams and space within 
knots, probably y el tow-green. 

Wemit. Warp rib, finely woven. 

Fig. 13 , Tragmtat of figuttd sctfib /okrtr in 
threa (?) cofours. This is clearly a develi^pineni 
of the previous patterns, in which all detail is 
tost, in a simpler treatment. 

Colour and wear* as above. 

Fig. ij. Fragment of siik domosk ; hirdi and 
heaotr. Zigzag b^nds, omamented with a 
simple fret, br^ up the surface Into loaenges 
of which the ends are open and confluent. Each 
limb of the lozenge has a *fnijll' at its centw 
which displaces the band half its width. This 
is a common device of (he Chinese to add ndl- 
ness and interest l« a line^ and probably derives 
from the interlacing of small fcizenges at the 
angles of larger ones (see below Fig. 14). In 
the fragment five bands of tuzenges appear, of 
which the outer iwo ore incomplete. 

The centre band has in each lozenge a pair of 
birds confronting and re^rdnnt. From the 
head of each a long plume extends backwards 
and teriBiiiates in an upward scroll. Two 
scrolled plumes represent rhe tail. 

In the band below arc pairs of winged and 
homed beasts with upward S^sJinped tails and 
long snouts. They are placed with their feel 
against the ahon diagonal of the Irwen^, so that 
they are at right angles to the line of btt^, and 
are feet to feet. 

In the band above are pairs of dog-like 
animals similarly placed. The body of the dog 
Is piebald with tmind spots on neck and flank or 
qjuaiter. The incomplete band below shows a 
group of vertiol lines in the centre, with radi¬ 
ating curved lines to 1 . The top band shows 


■'C(. Cfastoitn^t, mfthJtiitgifti*, I, PI- CLZ, No. 

*^01- niitilMMl. Miiiiaii ariMotafifur. 1. Pi XCTV 
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three lozenge shapes—one at the base ol a ver¬ 
tical lentre stem and one on each side of the 
stem, probably n tree (cf. centre of rhocnix and 
Dragon pattern, Fig. 9). 

Colour, discoloured to dull saffron. TFeaee, 
Warp rib, finely woven; the pattern shown in 
lor^ floats end ground in short floats. 

Rg. 14. Fragment of silk fabric in two 
eolouTi; losenga in outline. This is an example 
of an alUover geoEnetrical pattern composed of 
lozenges in horizonia1 rows, each succe^ve row 
being moved half a diameter to one side, musing 
(be space between rows to follow a zigzag course. 
At each angle of the Itizeage iS interlaced a small 
lozenge, and in the field of each large Usenge 
pre two spots. The sides of the lozenge meet at 
approximawly 60^ at their acute ends. 

Coloutiag. Lozenges in blue outline on rich 
golden-yellow ground. Weane. Warp rib. 

P*g> *: 5 ' Fragment of silk tapestry; hors*^ 
legged birds and scrolls. The strip is divided 
longitudinally into seven bands, cd which (he 
ren tre is the orctftdesti The subject of the centre 
band is a bird Hstig from a nest between a pajt 
rif confronting horse-Ie|^ed birds- This is 
repeated, but with an interval in which is a sym- 
metricAl scroll paltem. 

The tifisi is composed <d a sort of simple 
inverted calyx with a narrow downward curving 
leaf added on «ch ^de. From tlie calyx a 
rather stiff scroll springs abruptly oui at each 
side, ending In a volute. From between these 
rise two ^rai^efg] upward curving scrolls reach¬ 
ing 10 the top of the band. There they curl over 
into volutes after throwing out a branch each, 
which scrolls in the reverse direction. Between 
the second pair of scrolls is the upper part of a 
bird facing r., small beak slightly open. A tine 
round the n4;ck marks a rhonge of colour. 

The confronting birds placed one on each side 
of the nest are of the same type but show a long 
streaming poll feather. The wings arc raised sf 
in flight, with fealhers distended, and (he body. 
supiHJTied on a cloud, rerminuies in .a solid up¬ 
ward curving ribbed rail recalling that of a scor¬ 
pion. fn from are the forelegs of a horse in 
galloping pow. Relov. is A square dot, pimped 
there to furnish an empty space. 

The symrneirical scrolled design is formed by 
a volute springing from close to die *dge of 
band and throwing out a brauch from its upper 
outer side which cun'es down to the edge of band 
anrl finishes in a. second volute. This ts rcirersed 
to repeat horizotitallv’, and the two are reversed 
venlealiv, forming a hi-symmetrical design in 
b^h dilutions. A short straight tic binds the 
reversed pairs together horizontally, and in the 
centre is placed a square dot. Between the 
opposing secondary volutes is a narrow pmnted 
leaf. These secondary volutes necessarily form 
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A h«art«$}uipe viih poini in between tlie primary 
voluieSr 

Above And below the eeniral band is u group 
of three narrower bands of whldi (be oentre in 
patterned w*iili a device repealing with changes 
trf <^>lour. The centre tine of the pattern is boo- 
zontal; the palters Is a pair of sbear^haped 
leaves with a pair of outward curling volutes at 
their base, and n lieart-^iaped flower or solid 
juifniette planed bctw'cen the diverging leaves, 
Tlie other bands are treated in ‘ reinbow' shad¬ 
ing. 

I'be liorscdegged bird, which Is not preriseiy 
ahippogryph, is probably here found on a textilo. 
for the first time. Reference m Fig. 15a copied 
from the Han tomb stmlpturea** Indicates a com* 
mon origin for both, and its complete absence 
in any Western pattern of whatever material 
hiihe^ dtscoyered justifies the assumption of a 
par-Eastem derivation. The pattern of the 
bordersi on the other hand, with the bean- 
shaped 'palmette' is famitinr enough in many 
modihetitions, finm Coptic, Bytrantine, and 
Syrian textiles, dating front the filh century 
onwards. The Infest passible date for our ex<- 
anmle 15 the 3rd century A.n, 

The tainbaw ticatment of harders is familiar 
in the Byzantine Mosaics and in European jllu* 
minaied tiuinuscripis, all of later date than this 
tapestry. 

Colour. Ground of renirBl band : dark purple 
brown. Pattern: Crimson, green, lighi green, 
light blue, light brown and buff. The changes 
are rung on iheac colours in the repeats. For 
instance, one bird bas a driuiBOfi head, green 
body, brown wings, brown legs and green 
hoo'''es, and cloud shaded from brown through 
huff to light green > while anotiior has a light 
blue head, crimson body, green wings, bud legs 
and green cloud and partial outline in light bufi. 

Ground of paiienu^ borders; crimson. Pat¬ 
tern I In the same colours as oentrel band, inter¬ 
changing in the repeats. Inner minbow hands, 
buff through crimson to blue; outer bands buff 
to green, 

freaue; Strongly ribbed and woven in the 
manner of Coptic tapestry. The divisions be¬ 
tween colours, when occurring parallel to the 
waq) are sometiines joined by enrfying n fev 
threads of each colour acruia the opening. Smalt 
divisions are left open. 

m • 

n 4 4 

Ch^ratiet of th* deiigns. The tesiiJes illus- 
ireting these nmes have been selected from the 
Eoudan rollection a.s esnmplifylng die most 
lnli!Te.sting phases of ihe silk weavers' art of file 

*> Cf. ChAVajinfi, JilitM* I. Pi UXX. 
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early period to which they belong. They ore nil 
figured fubrlcs and include, os has been seen, 
polychrome, bichrome, and monochrome ex¬ 
amples. 

A ni mi I Is anti birds, widi mrusiunul figures, 
form tlte msin interest in rnost of the designs, 
and these are surrounded and supported by 
clouds or ornament derived frani clouds or by 
dore] scrolls. Tlte forms of the scrolls are very 
free and unexpected atul, os a rule, unlike any 
of the rigid geometrical scroils forming the basts 
o( Greek, Romurt and MfeMjpoiiimmn oreument. 
The palmette is absent ^excepting in Uic tapes¬ 
try' fragment Pig. 15 .'ind Fig. to). None uf the 
pntierns can be classed as liuming motifs; for in 
the single example in which a horseman appears 
be is nut bunting but tiding quietly, apparently 
unarmed. 

Tile dtsigns are, without exception, of tbr 
nature of ' ail-OvEr ’ patterns, lltai is to say, they 
are not ' spotsnor Is there a single example 
of the 'spot' type of pattern in the whole Lou- 
tan collection. The nearest approach to a spot 
is Fig. t4, and tbiit Is designed 10 give a zigzag 
all-over ^cct by the linking op of the paUerns 
of the background.. 

The schemes of design are:—Continuous 
single design right acmss the fabric (Fig. a); 
psttern repealing side by side with the effect of a 
continuous design (Fig. t): the same principle 
hut with a definite breius between repeats (Fig. 7), 
which howjcver is a very delicate pattern and has 
the etvaracier of an all-over cloud-scrolJ: the side 
by side repeat but on the zigzng plan or "holf 
drop" fFig- 6); the turn-over type (FLgB.4and 

and the geometrical lozenge (Figs, o, >1* ta, 
13 and 14), 

Thi ChrfdScT&ll. Among Ihe earliest forms 
of Chinese cloud-scroll are those of the Han 
tomb sculptures in Shantung. Of rh^ scrolls 
there are at least four well marked variations. 
The first Is n rolling cloud frequcnity termin- 
aiing in the head of a bird, dragon or genius 
such as appear in the plctuiics of the ‘ Aerial 
-Abode of the Taoist DivinitiesV* The second 
is seen in Fig. iaa, where the curves of the cloud 
are ctmtrolled into regular repetition and lire 
void ted nodes are formalized. The third form 
(Fig. ib) is (urned into n more cirrulsr scroll 
with zoomorpiiir ends, and cinctures round the 
band. The fourth (Fig. zc) is ellipikal, intei- 
bcing, and its nodes af« in reversed pairs. 

In the textiles three general types will be dis¬ 
tinguished. In Fig. t, the 'vermicular’, we 
ha^ie the nearest appranch 10 the second and 
third scroll forms of the sculptures: the band is 
of apprtWtimatelv even ihirkness, and the nodes 
are v'oluted. In Fig. t is found a new type. 

'*Cf. Surfidl. CJkmrM Jt#r. L p 31, Ftg r; ; and Oik- 
fsApM. JfEiatw t, PL I.TX. 





' tiee-tor&t \ %hjch branches and assumes llesliLy 
foliaie formsi sometimes tbrnwing- 0U1 real 
Eenves and buds- Ttie third type ts that in 
which the conmscnng hand rs ifither omilied <»t 
placed on one sidep Tiringin^ the voltitefl nixies 
rt>}9e tt^lher .tnd sometimes uverlapping'- 
(Pigs> ^nnd io)> 

A ijordEr frrjm pintH dccnrailon 4i( the i‘sve,'i 
of Kiri I, near Kticlta^' irt Chinese Turkestan, 
Atinws a rhiunl wntll ^iU fortlicr developed, liut 
with the iinmistakabli*' nodes and supplementary 
ckntds; from n leittpleof Dezekllk in Turfan we 
have another cloud border with clusters of three 
volutes as in aa. Whether the scroll and IxMtsls 
of file Coptic ^ne carving:^* so strikingly simt- 
Uo in sdiGine to our Fig. 4 ofte any of their 
insplTxttion to the Cliinese more masterly designs 
cun only be decided after Further investtgation. 

In describing Figs, i and 4 Rttention tius been 
drawn to ihe atrioiisly rococo forms in the 
cioud-scrolts> The indebtedness of the noewo 
to Chinese influence must be admitted, ami il 
would be Interesting if its forms cou ld be traced 
back to so early an origin as ib^ Han silks. 

The and birds. The designers of the 

early leKtiles had a keen nppreeSation of the 
felirte form in action. Jn fart if is this ffindty 
for enjoyment of ntovcmetlt in rut lure and ihe 
powirr of expnessiitg it grapIliraUy lhat gives the 
vjvjif foils tliiality and exrjutSTto balance to early 
Chinese dtrorativis Art. Mo. a fs a fine example 

this quefity t one feels that the whole tarheme 
is flffwing or drifting from right to left, a movc- 
meni expresMd not merelv in ihe graceful achon 
of the ,inim.iils, but aiat trt every line of the 
scrolls. Each tieast has individuality Jind Is a 
delightful study. 

If ha.s Ijeen noted in describing 111e specimens 
that when iilrds are intmdiii^ed ift a design with 
anintaLs tlie former are turned at rtghi angles to 
the laiter. This Is not invariable, but is so Fre.- 
quent that it would appear to be directed by the 
ohservanc*' of sonii^ well undersuxxj itonvcntion. 

The arrangement of cortfrontitig animals and 
birds is i^mnian in Han time.s. In sketch Flg- 
ifj, token from a Kan tomb sculpture, is Rhown 
a tree IreTweett two hobbled and lEthered horses. 
It will be nortced that nhhough the horses are 
exactly alike the tree is not entirety br^ymmetri- 
cal. It is insrnirtjve to compare the irngninly 
creatures and petrified ' trees* of the majorniy 
of ' Siisiunffifl * and Coptic silks with the imng 
and breathing designs of these early CltineSf- 
earamples. 

Tftit IVenriftg. The wtsive in all the Lou-lin 
figured silks is n Tarintion of tliiil technEfilly 
known as 'warp rib*. It may hriidly dr- 

Ct £ 1*1^1.T, pp. 14^ ir 4 

Jfiil,. 355 *nd 54J. 
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s^ibed ^ivtrtg a ribbed appearanre running 
actow the fahtk, due lo the numlier of threads 
in the tvarp Iwing greater per inrJi than that in 
the weft, and to a paniciilar ordnr of inwrweav* 
ing wliich is too tuchniral to detail bent, but 
which the dishorn of the Jace of the cloth, 
greitly enlarged <I*fg. 17 ), may suffirieoily es- 
plijin." Tlte 'figure' or paiiem is formed by 
tlie warp Ihreads and pteseois a kind (if dull 
satin surface. Faintly rihbed- 
Those pieces wFiicIt are n«i 
from Lou-tan but are included 
IQ tliEse notes becau.s* of ilteir 
affinity of )>iitiem, are oF [he 
same weave. Tliey are i Fig. tj 
from the Tiin-buang Lmies. 
found together with a ChjneEc 
document of qS n.C,: T. XV.a 
ill ,0910, also from the Tim- 
huang Limes and referred to in 
the descripiiun of Fig. to, 
dating from the ist i;cnturr 
B,c, i and Fig, lo from the 
’Thousand Huddhas’ of Tun- 
huang, shown by weaving and 
design to fje earlier than the htuSj cf figtircd 
fabilcSi silk paintings, etc., from the same site 
hejonging to the T'aitg fJcriiid. 

Alt the known Coptic, Sassittian and Bycati- 
ttne figured 3:ilks are, 1 believe, woven in * twill 
weave. 

Tile Twill dties not appear, sf' far « my investi¬ 
gation has lihowti, in any of Ihe Liuj-lan sUks. 
though it is plentrfuUy representMl amitng tile 
figured fabrics from ihe ' Caves ol ih& Tliijusand 
fi'uddlias', belonging in the main to lUe Tang 
period. It wouJd lienee seem reasonable to 
assume that this irtelhrx! of w'ooving was un¬ 
known to lire Chittese at the time the fj.iu-lan 
silks were woven. If tiicre were any Mear- 
Hostem silks woven in iwill as early eis the and 
centurv /iji., i* is I'f'rv* unllkciy that the Chinese 
weavere could ever tin ve seen them, or they wndd 
hav'e iitiifaitid so useful a weave; and equally if 
they had no access to sttch eurty Wfisrem fabriirs, 
ihey could not hav'C imitated Wesrem ailk pat¬ 
terns, ft has, however, yel lo be discovered 
w'lven and where the twill weanre originated. 

‘ lure-HJv<w' if^ice. fn some of the 
examples of small patterns such as Figs, ti, ta 
and r.i the tinntover is used, presumably because 
ihp partem was of no great intporranM, being 
IndctETmiTTfite at a short distance and intended 
merely TO break up and enrich the sarface in the 
most economical way. When afiimaK occur in 
such f^gns, the tiJfflover. if horizontal, resiilfs 
in pairs, mnfroniitig or adorsed r and If veritral, 
in their being feel to Feci or head to head. 

Rut in two of the examples, Figs. 4 and s, the 
pAlierns are of greater importamre, and yci the 








tumovtr method has been used. The resuH on- 
TKM he <xnt5fdef«d soccesshil in these patterns 
and couhJ not tiaye saitsHed the tridcfil standard 
of taste ’Which ai^roveii of Ptgs. i and a. It 
has alreudy been pointed ofui that the jwrtems 
of Figs. 4 Olid 5 RK composed of fnagments of 
designs^ turned over earrJessly^ leaving to 
chance tlu forms that might r^lt from the re* 
versed duplicaitrut Of truncated portions of the 
original. 

The r^Jt in Fig. 5 is the fusing of the tails 
and rdsed paws of the large griffin, the floating 
meaningless crescent forms, (fw unintentional 
simlJitude of a fire altar worshipped bjr ahtiep or 
goals ft), and the arcading that adjoins. It 
suggests a contemptuous lodificrence on the part 
of the weaver for the effect of a method against 
which his artistic nature revolts. This view is 
strengthened by the genemhy careless weaving 
of the piece. In 4 the original pattern 
selected for mutilation is less lmpc»rtaRt and the 
resuii iherefore tea unpleasing^ May not these 
pieces be rhe ouicooie of a method adopted for 
the produciion of silks for export? 


China hns ala'ays shown herself ready to meet 
the requirements of foreign pamms of "her juts; 
and if ^.Western people with ideas of art based on 
Helienistk piecision and llnritatlona wma ronp. 
fused by tfw^ subtle ai^iver patterns oI rotlin|l 
clondSj scrolls,- and virile beasts; the Chinese 
wotild certainly have humoured, n requM for 
something more circumscribed such as the «m- 
htwidered or tfqjtstiy-ixwn di^ and , bonds 
Wltich it had ^n eustemnry in (he West to 
apply to garments as ^jrs. And in this ptr’- 
haps liea an etsplanaTkni of the eanfroniing 
beasis, repeated ad mutveam, iiMtly framed in 
pearl borders to ilbtsiie the siMf ‘ mechanivAt 
Scheme, aed to bring ii withtii the ciwped ail 
perception of the Byamtiim amamttfr 
Such dumsity turned over patterns aS ^gs- 
4 and 3 iiifwitabiy prodinW unexpected fomut 
which may be suggestive’of new deveiopments. 
Cenatnly dw arcing at the Iwitom ^ Fig. 5, 
with its fire altar and ^teep, is o^idemaL 
Equally so iS tfe roojeo detail formed hi F)g. 4. 
But such forms once seen give rise lO new ideas 
jmtf endiesft pnsshitities. 
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**A book (hai w lAxit is but a 

f^AEOLOG>Q^ 

^ GO^iCWINDtA ^ 
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FtesM help ti3 to keep the book 
oleaiti'eiul numng. 
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